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Tips for Best Practices on Parental Consent

On March 18, 2013 the new regulations for parental consent and notification went into effect all over the country. For Connecticut this is a brand new requirement and these tips will help your district meet all compliance regarding federal regulations. The new regulations require annual written notification and a one-time written consent from the parent or guardian. School districts must have parental consent by July 1, 2013 to continue submitting claims for Medicaid reimbursement.

If consent is not obtained by July 1, 2013 those claims need to be held until consent is obtained. Claims may be submitted retroactive for one year once consent is obtained.

The following tips will help you comply with the new regulations.  

· Inform all staff of this new regulation and the importance of obtaining consent.
· Notification can be posted on your district website. This also needs to be mailed, e-mailed or sent home with all special education students.
· Add the notice to the district procedural safeguards or parent handbook. Design a brochure or newsletter.
· Add notification and parental consent forms to the IEP/IFSP packet.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Notification is required annually and should be available in the parent’s primary language.  
· Parental consent only needs to be obtained once as long as student remains in the district. Consent needs to be filed and maintained in district.
· Parent has the right to refuse consent and the student’s services will not be affected.
· The District should provide parents with a simple clear explanation of how these funds can help the district and benefit all students with additional funding from the State.

Please don’t delay as your district reimbursement revenue will be affected. If you need help developing your notification and consent forms, please contact us and we will be happy to assist you.  
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